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Mabel Cato Tillar

1897 – 1984

Mabel Cato Tillar lived in Emporia her entire life.  She was the wife of the late B. F. Tillar, and her children were the late Cato Tillar and Frances Way.  Mabel had a love of learning.  She was active in the community and worked hard to support the need for a library in the Emporia-Greensville area.  The Greensville County Library opened through her leadership on June 12, 1931 and operated from a small room in the County Courthouse.  In 1934, Mabel Tillar was appointed the first chairwoman of the Greensville County Library.  The Library grew rapidly and moved to the former Merchants and Farmers Bank on South Main Street in 1949, presently the home of the Greensville-Emporia Historical Museum.  In 1950 the Brunswick-Greensville Regional Library System was created and Mabel Tillar was elected the first chairman of the Regional Board of Trustees.  She remained active through the years, promoting reading and use of the library collection.

A beautiful black steel garden bench was donated to the William E. Richardson, Jr. Memorial Library by Ruth Tillar in honor and memory of her mother-in-law, Mabel Cato Tillar.  The bench was unveiled at a dedication ceremony led by Sarah A. P. Raible, Meherrin Regional Library Director, during the November 10, 2007 Tillar family reunion.  The bench now sits at the front entrance of the Richardson Memorial Library in Emporia.  A dedication plaque will remind everyone of Mabel Tillar’s contributions and her dedication to start the first library to serve the Emporia-Greensville community.

[image: image2.jpg]



